r 



Los Angeles Free Press 



22 December 1972 \ 



1-^lHuLuOUT FINALLY 3EES JOHN KENNEDY ATOOPSY REPOKT 
tiuJNDL JHO* THERE HAD TO BE MOKE THAN ONE ASSASSIN. 



JOHN COVERT 

iAFS) — Vex 3 th.rw cwt'pit would 
itsier tc a mar like Cyril vvech: 

He s a forensic pathofigtte — a 
person with de^*ees in both law and 
medicine Has Researcf* Profeesor 
of Law and Direcio' institute of 
Fot«n3i:: Sciences 3f Duqueane 

University m Pittsburgh and a 
Clinical Assist a nl Prote&sor of 
Pathology a* the University of Pitt- 
sburgh Medical School He s also a 
recent pas’ president of both the 
American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences and of the American 
College of Legal Medicine Besides 
that, he s the Coroner u* Allegheny 
County (Pittsburgh) 

But when the Ch souse* on lu/ns to 
the charges of Wee ht of discrepan- 
cies in the Warrer Commrssio n 
Report on the a&sa&fei nat ion cf 

PfOOKfent John Kennedy pe»*»i>«Ki 
silence is the official 'espouse 

This August. Wecht became the 
second non-governmental medical 
, egsn allowed to view the items 
Pom the autopsy of President Ken- 
nedy stored at the hahonai Archives 
i* Washing ton 

In a recent interview Wecm sard 
ha questioned the Warren Com 
(feMons findings even before hi* 



me Archives on August 23 and 24 
he said he discovered a number of 
autopsy items were inexplicably 
missing — rnosi notably the pee ser- 
ved brain of rhe President and a 
number of microscopic slides of 
tissues removed from the bullet 
wounds So far no one has ex- 
plained the disappearances But 
what remamed at the Archives was 
enough for Wecni to confirm h«s 
doubts 

In our interview Wecht recreated 
the scene a? Dealev Plaza and 
Parniand Hospital in Dallas and a’ 
the Bethesda Naval Hospital w*ere 
me autopsy was performed the • 
evening of the assassmat.on 

In Dea fey Pteza the President s 
car "had |us? made a right hand turr 
and was pr exceeding to an under 
pass wtien shots rang out President 
Kennedy clutched his throat Gover 
nor John Connelly was st rue* then 
Kennedy was struck in the head " By 
the time the President was brought . 
to Parkland Hospital nearly 3C 
minutes later he was already dead 
with me basics of "life' being 
preserved only by machine 

"Under Texas iaw the autopey 
wouki have been performed »n 
Dallas said Wecht But there was 
much confusion a lot of shouting 
and ordering going on arc evwn 



•eo days o# research a: the Ar 
o Ft wee But when he came out nis 



40KlMfon wm that ' the Warren tualfy through ruse and other tactics 
CMMcn Repon <s totally un- the body was taxon out a private 
. tOnatofe. unacceptable and ao- door and put aboard Air Force One 



i eekitefy incorre c t as 
tetogs °h Harvey 0 



far as Its fin- tor the fltgh! tc Washington 
» Harvey Oswald and the "Now the autopsy a: Berneada 
, theory " Naval Hospital should not have been 

-The Kennedy family turned over any cause tor confusion Unfor- 
i Items from The autopsy to tunatety instead of the time lapse 
i ArcMveafe October. 1968, with being used to get tne mos' Qualified 
the stipulation that none of the pathologists for the autopsy the 
.material be refeeaed to (he public tetuation got worse 
dprtng the Mima o< Kennedy family Wecht said three staff doctors 
members, and that after five years, were gw the task only one of J 
*ioeogmzed experts in pathology or whom had e«penence wito forensic 
> actenoes” toe allowed to vftov pathology "It was essentially a 
military undertaking Admirals 
The fret "expert" granted per- generals p Bi and Secret Serv.ce 
eWon to view the heme wee Ok. personnel were present «n me room 
John Larimer of New Tore. Lodlmar to oversee the autopsy The doctors 
ig a urofogifll — • kidnap and toMt -acted as military subordinates 
dec specialist — whoee only According ?o records mac* y 
qyWflcafinn seems to have bean Parkland Hospital w echt said doc 
. tors there noted two wounds one a 
2? 5 *22 b ? en Q CQnSisty l 1 C *y f ': huge gaping note on the right side 
aarof .he Commission ■ nrrkega ^ Kennedy s head and the other a 
L^ftimer spent just three hot** la f0unC j circutar hole in the midote 
Dm Arc hive* las, Jan u.nt i*d fto* of r». ,r»M< 

afterwards MM hn • Qoclors performing the autopsy in 
Washington however noted these 
wounds the huge gaping hole in his 
head, a smaller hole m the upper 
back of his head and a nole »r rue 
back s*x inches be‘ow shoulder 
lev*! This latter wound was puzzling 
because no exit wound was found 
tor it yet the buffet was not In the 
body . 

‘They concluded, said Wecht 
"mat the bullet which had entered 
his back fell out of the same hole 
onto a sii etcher when doctors at 
Parkland administered pressure to 
me President's cheat to 
And. indeed. J 



mediately 
conclude- o that the autopsy Hems 
Mportod the Warren Commfeefcn 1 * 
Endings 

Wecht then, was the ffast critic of 
’he Warren Commission Report to 
oe aJtowod entrance, and thte only 
ifter he spam nearly a year attempt 
■mg fc get permission from Qurice 
Mtrahek. a law professor at Yale 
-aw School who acts as an official 
epresenta ive for the Kennedy 
amity Wecht says he probably 
*ouWn t have gotten permission e) 
M If Margin hadn't teen prodded 
V orheis interaefed m me sutopry 
cma. 

Whe' A*-r* nngih ow -take it tc 



been found on a stretcher by a 
janitor at Parkland during the early 
evening of the twenty- second 

The wound in the throat was not 
even examined 3’ Parkland because 
doctors had. in their haste, used the 
bullet hole tc insert e breathing 
device mto (he President s throat 
Thus the Beihesda physicians noted 
onty "an incision m their report 
No one there had enough forensic 
experience tc realize the inci9ton 
was actually e bullet wound.' said 
Wectv 

Anc so Wcx hi weni on. the doc 
tors at Bemesda released the body 
for buriai anc gave their results 
Kennedy had been hit twice, once in 
the back (the butter of which tell out 
later from the same hotel, and once 
m the head (the bullet of wnicn 
fragmented) Nothing was said abrxit 
rhe smaller wound on the head and 
of course, nothing was said aboo* 
the throe f wound 

Wecht said me embarrassing part 
of the autops* came the next day — 
after the bocs was already gone - 
when the doctors teamed tor the 
first ttme that ’her# ^ac also beer, a 
wound »n the ’hroat Rather man aa 
m»? their mistake and re-exam, n* me 
body We»ch' said rtie docio»* made 
a "despicable choice and chose to 
be Qu»et abuu' it " 

The easiest wav uu* w*a to 
match up n*e wound six inches 
below me shoulders tr h»s back and 
the wound m hie throat {Editor's 
Note th>$ would have meant that 
Preside’ • Kennedy was shot from rhe 
from from the grassy knot I white 
Oswald was «n the book depoaitory 
at Kennedy s rear) ' But you couldn’t 
very wen have a butte* entering his 
back six inches below the neck then 
make a sudden U-turn end exit out 
the throat." said Wecht So they 
simply altered the sketches that had 
pinpointed the wound*. I've seen the 
first sketches made of the wounds 
anc they showed a wound six inches 

below the shoulders I ve else seer 
me notes »r. Kennedy s shin and 
jacket and everything matches up 
Bur m ‘heir testimony for the Warrer 
Commission the dociurs simply 
moved the hole up several inches 
70 make everything piiusibia 
"Nudodv challenged them They said 
they hadrKi drawn the first to etches 
to scale bui now they could remerr. 
oer where rhe wound wax Every 
other hold scar incision and mark 
was drawn in eractfy Only this hole 
was several inches off '* 

Wecht sa»d that in December 
1966. he was allowed to view the 
Zapruder film of me asaassmanor. 

which he did over 100 times in ad 
dition to examining blow-ups of each 
frame He said that using this film, the 
FBi was able to gauge the length o 1 
time between the first and last times 
the President was struck, which 
turned out to be about six seconds 
They also test-fired Lee Harvey 
Oswalds rifle (a emgfe-ahot. bon- 
ection ManJichec Carcano) and found 
that the Qu cfcesJ ft could be loaded 



and tired — nev« r mmo u>mec 
2 3 seconds. This ptesfer-ii-j * ^ n 
problem m that to w r buneu «poerer, 
ly xvere fired anc engtt y nn- 
between them pufpr-' ed», wa» 
seconds yet H wouic ta»- i c^,- 
seven seconds just tu off if 
many shots. 

The result* tntitcew n was ar. 
impotisi&nty that one peruor mute 
have done all the shooting Wecht 
said If was this contradictor the 

led to the Commission s "tingle or 
magic" buffet theory — which aftw- 
med that one bullet "entered Johf» 
Kennedy’s beck end exited through 
h« neefc. wen! into Governor Corh 
nalty’9 right Back (breaking a rib), 
exited from file right cheat mto h* 
right write where d shatitored a t* ge 
bone, then went into hr* right thigh, 
only to be found tahK on me stret- 
cher at Parkland Hospital " 

"Whatever needed to be done u> 
correct their (nconsiitencte* wte 
done.” Wecht charged, "because no 
one etae knew yvhat was going oq 
and ft was not until years later the! 
private mvaafigatoTB had a chance 
to see the evidence." 

Warren Commeaon exhibit num- 
ber 399 is the buifei that was found 
on ?he stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital Wecht saye hfa 
examination of the Archive x-rays 
shows perbete® of metal w Ken- 
nedy s cheat and ateo in Connafty s 
chest — traces cf the buffet that 
peeead through them This same ) 
bullet, according to the Warren 
Commission was also supposed to 
nave broken one of Connafty s riba 
anc shattered a bone in his write 
The buffet is a 65 mm. shelf with «n 
original weigh! of 161 grams Two 
more inconsistencies presented 
: her r.ae hi es , said Wecht. becaustofhe 
buffet found at Parkland hot a 
weight of 150 grams 

1) According to the Commission** 
report the bullet k»» only two grams 
of weight in passing through both 
Kennedy and Connefly end leaving 
traces behind In both. 

2) and after doing aft this damage 
to both men. the bu!te» has "no 

deformities m its upper two- third* at 
alt and the bottom one-third snows 
only very minimal tlattening with no 
mss of substance ” 

In addition, one small section. cf 
the base of the bullet was w moved 
by the FBI for examination, which 
brings up the que sti o n of how the 
bullet could have lost any gSmenht 
in passing through (he two men end 
arm weigh 159 grams after the FBi 
sample was removed 
Still another impossible con- 
sequence of the Co mmm foo a flrv 
lings woe that the buffet was moving 
from right to feft te ft paieerl 
through Kennedy, then had to turn 
abruptly in m i d e r r and go Info Con- 
ratify** right beak (ConneMy wot 
seated directly to team of Konnatey 
at tha time). *9uMi only tee that a 
comic books." atod tefechL 
“There is not one lore jitc. 



*.*-« a-*** 



pathologist I have tsbed to who 
believes the War r on Commission fin- 
dings. Wech' said "And without the 
wngie-buiiet theory the Warren 
Commies ic in cunckjs'on of a lone 
es^ssm 15 destroyed The evidence 
clearly indicates 'he af least wore 
than one person was involved in the 






flfrili M W±l' 



eti^oUnq 

Wech? ciaimnc no soeoal mlor 
matior ebout who the othe* 
Bfisaasini.si might oe but implicated 
Dallas Patrolman JD Tippet as par? 
cH the conspiracv According to 
Wecht 45 minu'es after the 
assassination Tipper “who was in a 
place he had no business being 
(fine* all police had been ordered 10 
Dealey Plaza) spotted Oswald 
walking down a streei decided that 
he was the assassin " and went ahei 
him — only to be himself lolled 

"J D Tt ppet was there to do a fob 
thal because of his failure Jac* 
Ruby had to compte'e twe day* 
liter " Wecht said 

By legal definition we/e dwaimg 

with a cunsp'*acy r* sate Ana 
who is behind it alP Wectv pom’s tc 

members of the CIA He said 4 ? is tt 
well-known fact in Washington :nai 
Oswald had been on the payroll of 
the CIA up to the time of the 
eeemeemeuor Tne CiA tvas pui»ea 
bloody, cut-throat operations all 
around the work!' n« said "yet nc 
one wants to believe that it could 
happen here*' 

Wecftf's conciuworia as limned « 
may are. part d M former New 
Orleans Oietrict Attorney Jim 
Qerriaon'e conclusions Garrison 
(Wtth whom W echt has conferred on 
r he aasaaaf nat ion Imre tt» gal ton) 
claims that a group of right-wing 
CIA nwm bwe along with member* 
of (he Cuban aafo oosxnuntfy and 
other* plotted and earned out the 
assassination, bwbevfng that 
tVseidan* Kennedy was beginning s 
leftward drift that threatened 
national security, and was also oo*> 
■Wering an easing of r sla f lpha wim < 
Fldaf Castro 

' Lae Harvey Oswald lived lor SB j 
hears alter the assassination Aft j 
that time he wee being lieeirngalail 
by federal, siafa. and local 
authorities Vet. said Wecht, we are’ 
tokS that not one note, tipe recor- : 
ding, or tranacrrpf was made In aU , 
that 39 hours of Interrogation. 

Yet the Dallas pohoe force was 
reputed at the lime to be one of the < \ 
most experienced in hendheif x 
homocide cases a ! | 

“Vet who listens :o aN this? com- ; 
plamed Cyril Wecht. His visit to {he ; 
National Archives and Me important 
finding* resulted m a bri^ Hurry of 
headline* around me ooentry and 
Bttte else No one has come^ortfc to 
challenge anything he hat safct 
even his most damning indictments 
of I he Warren Commission findings 
Government policy seems to be to ! 
Ignore *he critics a nc hope they 
eventually go away 
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Iospxcio .Kelley 



hrul lr l n-r.* iclnl .~h ] \ as Lspcrt. **1. 

(Aasccaxiut.xaa 

At cpprtrlBs-sly 12*30 K cc rx/.r w r ??, 1963, a car bft*rtn~ fchj 
I ?r;*«daat,, ..ri. r.cnoi.ly. Gov arru/r Jofcn Ccr.n: Uy L f r^xii J-rs. ~Cerpally t 
ves proccc d ine tost enreuto tc Lh-> Tiz'.s t ail.iia- f 2100 

Tr cb.-ty, tc a L^M'.cr. spchcoro.. t. -h: -x'.las CiVx- aa Gccacil arh-* inlet 
icr 12:5-/ J*i.. 2h* car cwn-o „s . r..l ir chi C^crat S' rv.ci driven 

ty fpccUl Ajcnt willLus dr.jr* * i front s-tt » as ccccpiei "by 

A5AIC Bxtj K. Keller, an. Ax. ii.o . . *- ... L- f treat, at u point apprcxucatnly 



XrTxJlatoly 



fid tha scarce cf thj gheta a* tbs aixtt. rio*,.- c£ x 
Bwilxicc ax. 1,11 la Strsot- \ 



Tni;. Sec re* Service reconatru: 1 1 on of trie a as* sv ! ns t Ion , one of * 
series til reporting the Governor struct d» a suparilte b u *i*.- 
-as prepared after thr Secret :erv‘co had tr*e eutopav report 
is consistent uitn the FBI f orm* \ report. 

'rf/iffi/i f awwwwww ++ * ++** + + * » *+■+* . 






